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PHOENIX GAY CHAMBER DONATES AN ESTIMATED $30,000 IN TOYS TO PHOENIX CHILDREN’S HOSPITAL

One Month Toy Drive Exceeds Expectations, Largest Single Donation Ever

PHOENIX (Dec. 29, 2009) The Greater Phoenix Gay & Lesbian Chamber of Commerce (GPGLCC) delivered more than 2,500 toys worth an estimated $30,000 to Phoenix Children’s Hospital’s Child Life Program.

The drive which began in November quickly gained momentum and several area organizations and retail stores contributed to the success. 

“The response was overwhelming said Joseph Gesullo, GPGLCC Board President.”  

He added that the event illustrates the involvement of the Chamber in the whole community and it demonstrates its member’s commitment and positive impact on Arizona’s economy.

Paul Holtzman, the Toy Drive Chair was especially moved by the volume of donations.  “This is a testament to how many big hearts make up our community.” Holtzman oversaw the delivery of toys on the 23rd when they were brought to the hospital in a large truck. 

Kathy House, Child Life Assistant for the Oncology/Renal Playroom agrees.  

“This is the most sizeable donation from a single source we have ever received,” she said.  She added, toys collected during the year are distributed to patients on a daily basis. Most toys are collected leading up to and during the Holiday season. The toys are distributed by PCH’s Child Life staff during the Holidays through a program called Toyland where parents of patients can “shop” for presents for their children. Toys collected during the holiday season also help sustain the need for toys throughout the year.

Major donors for the Toy Drive included:

· GPGLCC members

· Fort McDowell Casino

· Schuster Print Marketing Services

· Elyse Tenney, Turbo Resources
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L to R, Jena Collins, Cathy House, Richard Garcia (Phoenix Children’s Staff), Tony Dennison, Paul Holtzman and Joseph Gesuillo (GPGLCC).

For information, please contact GPGLCC Toy Drive Chair Paul Holtzman at paul@ljwright.com or Leah Fischer with the Phoenix Children’s Hospital Foundation at 602-546-2650,  lfisher@phoenixchildrens.com. The media contact is Tony Felice at 480-567-6890 or tony@tonyfelicepr.com.

###

About the GPGLCC

Founded nearly 30 years ago The Greater Phoenix Gay & Lesbian Chamber of Commerce has one of the largest and most active memberships in the United States. Comprised of over 300 members, the GPGLCC enjoys a national reputation for being one of the most successful and fastest growing chambers according to the National Gay & Lesbian Chamber of Commerce. The Chambers mission is provide an opportunity for gay & lesbian businesses and their straight allies to form enduring relationships through professional programming, mixers, networking events and by supporting charitable organizations that support the gay community. For more information, please call Joseph Gesullo at 602-266-5055 or visit the Chamber on the Web at www.GPGLCC.org to view its mission, goals, and to search its member directory.

About Phoenix Children’s Hospital’s Child Life Program

Phoenix Children's Child Life Program helps patients of all ages – and their families – develop ways to cope with fear, anxiety, and separation from home and school.  The staff works closely with family members during hospitalization. As the medical staff is attending to the child's physical needs, Child Life Specialists are attending to the child's developmental, psychosocial, educational, and emotional needs – which can be critical in the treatment and healing process. The approach is from a developmental perspective for procedural preparation, specific coping strategies, and medical play to reduce children's anxieties and support healing during hospitalization and illness.
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